Period Pricing and Market Values:

  The following is a listing from the Joseph Arnold account books from 1858 and 1859. They provide a good idea of period pricing for goods. The prices listed will be for both goods sold at market, and goods purchased by the farmer at market:

Joseph Arnold- March 1859

Going To Market: Prices for sold items.

Received For butter: $1.25

“   “ sewing: .75                                          “   “eggs:  .30

“   “molasses: $ 2.00                                   “   “shingles: $ 5.00

“   “potatoes: .80                                         “   “filing saw: .20

“   “butter: $ 1.00                                       “   “butter: $ 1.00

“   “for loan of woodsaw: $ .50                 “   “butter: .75

“   “eggs: .30                                              “   “butter: $1.00

“   “fish: $1.43                                           “   “bacon: $8.91

“   “butter: $1.50                                        “   “eggs: .40

“   “seed corn: .85                                      “   “sweet potato plants: $1.10

“   “cordwood: $17.54                                 “   “chickens: .90

· Also mentioned are the following prices for crops and animals:

1 old black horse: $20.00

1 old bay horse: $25.00

1 Young bay mare: $77.00

            1 bull: $16.00

            1 speckled brindle cow: $18.00

            1 large red cow: $17.00

            1 red heifer: $11.00         

            1 young sow and 6 pigs: $12.00

            1 large sow: $14.00

            1 black steer: $14.00

            12 acres of wheat: $84.00

            11 acres of wheat and rye: $70.00

            50 bu. of flax seed: $75.80

            A lot of wheat in the straw:$78.00

A lot of oats in the straw: $27.03

5 bushels of buckwheat at 85 cents per bushel: $4.25

291 bushels of corn at .46 cents a bushel: $134.06

20 bushels of potatoes at .30 cents a bushel: $6.00

Back From Market: Prices for Purchased Items:

Paid for:  sugar: $ .50                              “   “matches and yeast: $ .32

“   “ coffee: $ .75                                    “   “abstract of logwood: $ .06

“   “hominy: $ .25                                   “   “shoes: $ 1.00

“   “whisky: $ .75                                   “   “medicine: $ 1.80

“   “making a coat: $ 3.00                      “   “palmleaf hat: $ .46

“   “nails and hinges: $ .80                     “   “cake and beer: $.05

“   “flannel and socks: $1.95                  “   “pocket knife: $ .25

“   “carpet bag: $ 2.00                             “  “shoeing horse: $ .20

“   “stamps: $ .09                                    “   “salt: $ 1.90

“   “boots: $ 4.50                                    “   “dog: $1.00

“   “cutting great coat: $ .50                    “   “umbrella: $ .62

“   “oranges and tole: $ .28                     “   “flannel dress: $4.00

