Stitching a new canteen cover

     For those of you who have recently purchased a new canteen cover, I thought that it would be helpful to have a quick lesson on how to put you canteen cover on. First, remove the strap from your canteen. And, if your strap is knotted up, then you can also take the time to stitch it up like originals were, while it is off!!! Next take a razor blade or sharp knife and carefully remove the stitchings from your canteen cover. When it has been cut, simply remove the cover. 

     Next, take the jean cloth fabric and fold it in half and lay it flat. Now, take the old canteen cover and lay it on the fabric. Make sure that the little seem is rolled out flat too. Now, simply trace the old cover onto the new fabric. When you are done, you will have a circle drawn onto your new fabric. Next take a sharp pair of scissors and cut out the circle, making sure that you are cutting through both pieces of jean cloth. Please cut the circle a little bigger to make sure that you have a little extra fabric. Its better to have extra fabric, than not enough fabric. When you are done you will have two separate jean cloth circles that are the same size. This will be your new canteen cover.

     For your next step, you will take the two pieces and fit them onto your canteen. Take straight pins and pin the seems all the way around the canteen. Make sure that the two pieces have the faint side showing and the darker side on the inside next to your canteen. You will actually be turning your canteen cover inside out when your are done sewing it. Thus, the rough edge that you are sewing will be on the inside. Make sure that the cover is pinned nice and tight and is even all ways round. You will begin at the side of your canteen and sew to the other side, thus, the top half of your canteen cover will not be sewn. Begin by sewing a simple running stitch. Even you Jonahs can handle this one. It will be a simple stitch where you go up through the fabric and come down and back up through the same stitch. It should look like this “--------------“. When you come to the ears of your canteen where the strap goes through, just simply mark them with a pencil. When you are done you will have the bottom half of your canteen sewn and the top half open. You will also have three areas marked for where the ears of your canteen will be cut out.

