Buckeye Mess Uniform and Equipment Guidelines

Uniform Coat: Members should acquire either a four-button sack coat, frock coat, or state jacket in that order of preference. All coats should be made of the proper material, with sack coats being made of indigo dyed wool flannel. Coats should also be properly constructed as per originals and fully lined. Hand stitched buttonholes and hand stitched finish work is also required. 

 
Pants: Pants should be sky blue kersey wool and made from a correct pattern. Button holes must be hand sewn and paper backed tin buttons used.
 
Shirts:  A Federal issue shirt and civilian shirt are required. For Federal issue shirts, a contract variant shirt is preferred, but the off-white domet flannel shirt is accepted. All military issue shirts must be of the proper construction with hand stitched buttonholes and paper backed tin buttons. A civilian shirt using an authentic pattern, plus authentic buttons(glass, pearl, or bone) will be accepted as well. Civilian shirts should also be made of a quality handwoven cotton and have hand-stitched buttonholes as well.

 
Drawers: Either canton flannel military or civilian drawers will be accepted. Must be of the proper construction and have authentic buttons and hand stitched buttonholes.

Hats: Hardee hats with no trim, brass, or cords (unless event calls for it) are preferred. They should be well made with a proper hat stamp inside and a hand stitched band. Forage caps are also perfectly fine. They should be made of a quality fabric, well constructed and have the correct thin brim. Good quality black slouch hats are also accepted. They should be properly constructed with an edging, hand stitched liner and band. 

 
Shoes: All members should have black bootees or boots. Boots should be properly constructed with a nice square toe. Both stitched and pegged soles are accepted with or without hobnails. 
 
Socks: Cotton military issue socks or hand-knit civilian socks should be worn.
 
Suspenders: Period civilian suspenders constructed of cotton will be accepted. Must be of the proper construction and based off of originals. Period elastic suspenders will also be accepted.
 
Blanket: All members must have a documented U.S. wool blanket woven in either brown or gray. Blankets should have a handstitched US on them as well as the woven black stripe.
 
Ground Cloth: A rubberized ground cloth is also required.  Correct fabric and the correct sized grommets are necessary.  
 
Tentage: A correct period early war shelter half is necessary. Should be of the proper weight, and size with hand stitched buttonholes and period correct buttons.
 
Knapsack: A knapsack is optional to members if a blanket roll is preferred. Knapsacks should be of the typical double bag style and should be properly constructed. An early war pack is preferred. 

 
Haversack: Should be properly constructed and based off of an original. Must be properly tarred and include a liner bag, attached by paper backed tin buttons. Shortened straps will not be tied or knotted, but stitched to the correct length. The haversack should also be worn at the proper shortened height on the body and not down low.
 
Canteen: A smoothside canteen with a brown handwoven jean cloth cover is required. Strap can be cotton, or russet leather. Straps should also be stitched rather than knotted to shorten them. The canteen should also be worn at the proper height on the body and not down low. Hemp cord or leather cord should be used for the cork rather than the jack chain.

Belt: The early war “puppy paw” US belt plate is preferred. However, based on the scenario, the mid war belt plate can be worn. Belts should be worn correctly at the natural waist.
 
Bayonet/Scabbard: Original bayonet or good reproduction that fits your rifle is preferred. Scabbards should be of the two rivet U.S. issued style and be hand stitched. 
 
Cartridge Box/Cap Pouch: An early war cartridge box should be properly made and of the correct construction. The leather should be of the correct weight and hand stitching used for its construction. Cap pouch’s should also be properly constructed and of the correct weight of leather. A cap pouch should also be hand stitched and have a cast brass finial closure. The cartridge box should also be properly worn at the right height based on the location of the waist belt. Cartridges must also be properly rolled and done authentically.

Weapon: A three band Enfield or Springfield are acceptable. All rifles should be   authenticated and have any modern markings removed. It is also preferable to not use a sling due to the overall number of slings issued during the war.
